Town of Veazie
Town Council Meeting Minutes

03/11/2013

Members Present: Chairman Tammy Olson, Councilor Chris Bagley, Councilor Brian Perkins, Councilor Jonathan Parker and Councilor Joseph Friedman.  Interim Town Manager Mark Leonard, Secretary Julie Strout, Public Works Dennis Farnham,  Recreation Director Rob Young, Laura Rose Day and George Clark from the Penobscot River Restoration Committee, Don McKay from the Community Center Redevelopment Committee and various members of the public.

Members Absent: None
Item 1:   Call to Order



    Chairman Tammy Olson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Item 2:   Secretary to do the roll call


    All present
Item 3:   Pledge of Allegiance

Item 4:   Consideration of the Agenda


    Councilor Jonathan Parker wanted to add under old business discussion of 
 
    Roger’s Mobile Home Park as Item #12A, Manager Leonard wanted to add an 
  
    additional Warrant # 18A to Item #16, Chairman Olson wanted to add a 
 
  
    discussion of the budget committee schedule as Item 13A and Councilor 
 
    Friedman wanted to discuss and vote on the Veazie Sewer District Charter 
 
    changes as Item 10A.
  

Item 5:   Approval of the February 25th, 2013 Council Meeting Minutes


   Councilor Jonathan Parker made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris Bagley 
    to accept the February 25th, 2013 meeting minutes as amended.  Voted 4-0-1.  
 
   Councilor Joseph Friedman abstained. Motion carried.
Item 6:   Public comments


    Citizen Karen Walker had a question in regards to the previous manager Bill 
 
    Reed’s settlement. Where is the money coming from? Manager Leonard 
 
    stated that is was a matter that was discussed and resolved in Executive 
 
  
    Session, where it involves a personnel issue.  Majority of the money was 

    covered through the insurance, and the remaining balance that was minimal 
  
    compared to what was in the paper, will be taken out of funds that are available    
    in the budget.  Citizen Frank St. Louis had a questions regarding Roger’s 
  
    Mobile Home Park issue plus he wanted an answer on the amount of years the           
    second Penquis property lease was for, either 10 or 20 years.  Does it cover 
 
     both buildings or just one? Manager Leonard will check with Assessor Birch 
 
     to get an answer for Mr. St. Louis.
New Business:
Item 7:     Penobscot River Restoration Committee

      Laura Rose Day and George Clark discussed their project of tearing down the 
 
      Dam with the Councilor’s and public. They stated that they could not start any 
      water work until July 15th, 2013.  The beginning of demolition of one of the 
 
      buildings will start in April weather permitting. They would like the town’s 
 
      permission to use the Veazie Park for their kick off event.   
Item 8:      Public Works Presentation

      Dennis Farnham reviewed his report with the councilors.
Item 9:      Fire Department Contract

      Councilor Joseph Friedman made a motion, seconded by Councilor Brian 
  
      Perkins to accept the two year contract with the Veazie Fire Department,  

      that includes the previous year contract, that was negotiated and agreed 

      upon by the Fire Department, their Attorney and the Management team. No 
 
      discussion. Voted 5-0-0.  Motion carried.
Item 10:    Community Center Redevelopment Committee

       Don McKay updated the Council with the progress of the Community Center

       Building
Item 10A: Veazie Sewer District Approval Changes   
                   Councilor Joseph Friedman made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris 
 
 Bagley to authorize Manager Leonard to write a letter of support on the two 
 
 charter amendments dated June 20, 2012 and February 26, 2013. Voted 4-0-1.  
 Chairman Tammy Olson abstained. Motion carried.
Item 11:     MMA’s Legislative Policy Committee Appointment
                   The Councilor’s all agreed to let the seat go to another town.  

Item 12:    Community Center Lease Agreement
                   Councilor Brian Perkins made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph                                           
 Friedman, to authorize the interim Town Manager, Mark Leonard to enter 
 
 into a lease agreement as presented. Chairman Olson wanted to clarify that 
 
 as presented would mean we acknowledged the comments in black and 

 overruled them with Manager Leonard’s comments in red. Voted 3-2-0. 
 
 Councilor Chris Bagley and Councilor Jonathan Parker opposed. Motion 
 
 carried.    
Item 12A:  Roger’s Mobile Home Park
                   Councilor Jonathan Parker wanted to bring this issue up again to see if we 

       can get a vote and put this to rest.  Chairman Tammy Olson asked a question 
  
       on the liability issue whether if someone gets hurt on this property.  Manager 
  
       Leonard stated that he contacted MMA and it was suggested that before any 
  
       questions could be answered it needed to be determined that the Town in fact 
 
       owns the property.  If the Town does not, then the questions are mute points.  
 
       Citizen Joan Perkins asked a question on who was the surveyor that gave the 
 
       $5000 -$20000 estimate to do the survey?  She thought it was a huge range.  
 
       Manager Leonard stated that it was a friend of his that resides here in the 

       community and he felt confident in his knowledge of the surveying cost.  

       Mrs. Perkins asked if he was a surveyor. Manager Leonard said yes.
 
       
       Mrs. Perkins asked what his name was.  Manager Leonard stated that the 
 
       surveyor would rather not have him provide it, just in case it does go out for a 
       RFP and there was a possibility for him to bid on it and maybe that was the 
 
       reason for such a wide range.  Mrs. Perkins said it brings your credibility into 
 
       question, that you were not willing to share what should be public 
 
   
       information. Manager Leonard stated that he wasn’t asked to get this 
 
     
       additional surveying cost, he took this extra step simply knowing the person 
 
       that he was calling was a creditable person.   Manager Leonard wanted to 
 
       strike his comment from his manager’s report and have it noted that he was 
 
       offended that his creditability was questioned tonight.

                   Councilor Jonathan Parker made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris 
 
       Bagley that we allow Manager Leonard to approve a lease agreement for 
   
       Rogers Mobile Home Park in the amount of  $32.79 per year due to the 
 
       calculation provide by Assessor Ben Birch, by figuring out the square footage 
       costs of Frank St Louis’s land, the abutting property, and have Manager 

       Leonard  make the terms of however long Rogers Mobile Home Park is 
 
       licensed by the State of Maine. Manager Leonard will take all 
 
        
 
       required steps with the lease agreement, to hold the town not responsible for 

       any liability issues. Councilor Brian Perkins stated that he thinks a lease is a 

       great idea but a fairer lease should be significantly higher.  Chairman Tammy 
       Olson agreed that she is fine with the lease and moving on with all of this but 
 
       she will have a hard time explaining $32.79 to the tax payers. Chairman 

       Olson wanted to add to the discussion that if there are any problems 
 
 
       negotiating this agreement that it would be brought back to the Council, 
 
       because she was concerned that if we start asking for liability to be covered in 
       the contract, that Mr. Hathaway will be concerned that he would be admitting 
       that he may not own the property. Voted 3-2-0.  Councilor Brian Perkins and 
 
       Chairman Tammy Olson opposed.  Motion carried.

Item 13:     Manager’s Report

       Manager Leonard reviewed his report with the Councilor’s.    
Item 13A:  Budget Schedule 

                    Manager Leonard reviewed the schedule with the Councilor’s. He stated that 
 
        according to last years schedule we are only behind one meeting.  Chairman 

        Tammy Olson wanted to make sure that Manager Leonard would pick a 
 
        department prior to each meeting and gather all the material needed to 
 
        present to the Budget Committee.  Chairman Olson would like to get the 
 
        proposed 
budgets, the meeting before the Public Hearing so the council can 

       discuss it together.  April 29th 2013 will be the last day for submittal of 
 
        recommendations to Budget Officer.  May 6th 2013 will be the Town 
 
        
       Council budget presentation with all department heads attending. Chairman 

       Olson wanted to stress to the Department Heads to keep the budget as low as 
 
        possible because they could get cut at the Town Meeting.
Item 14:     Comments from the Public   
                    Citizen Karen Walker wanted to thank Manager Leonard for all of the work 
 
        that he has done so far and wanted to urge the Council to consider making 
  
        his appointment a permanent one. Citizen Joan Perkins asked what Manager 
 
        Leonard’s salary was right now. 
Item 15:     Requests for information and Town Council Comments


       Councilor Jonathan Parker asked if the $100,000 town meeting budget 
 
       cuts have been made yet. Manager Leonard stated that it has not been 
 
   
       completed entirely. 
Item 16:     Review & Sign of Town Warrant Payroll #19 and AP Warrant #18 and 
 
       18A

                   The warrants were circulated and signed.

Item 17:    Adjournment


      Councilor Joseph Friedman motioned to adjourn.

                  Councilor Jonathan Parker seconded.  No discussion.  Voted 5-0-0
      Adjourned at 9:15pm.
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